
 

Part 2 Understanding the Prophetic Ministry 

I Sam 3:1—Time of spiritual decline---no widespread revelation.  People were very hungry to hear the 

Word of the Lord. 

Lamentation 2:9—During times of decline there was no vision from the Lord. 

Amos 8:11-12—Famine of the hearing of the Lord.   

During dry times, the Word of the Lord is so precious.  These dry times are only seasons, and these 

seasons change.  Remember a tree looks different at different seasons. 

Jacob at Bethel:  Genesis 28:12 is about Jacob.  He had been a manipulator with his mother’s help.  Up 
to this point, he was not serving God.  He went out on his journey to find a wife, and he lay down and had 
a dream.  He saw a ladder set up where he was and angels ascending and descending on it, and God 
spoke to him about what he was called to do.   

The difference between dreams or visions 

 Never base doctrine on revelation like dreams or visions 

 Be very careful about making life-altering decisions just on a dream or vision (especially from 

another) 

 Never base doctrine on one scripture 

 Dreams are extremely metaphoric 

 Visions are usually more clear in their meaning 

Different Kinds of dreams: 

 Cleansing dreams and encounters of the night (getting things off you from the day or ministering 

to others) 

 Healing dreams 

 Destiny dreams 

 Warning or correction dreams 

 Direction dreams:   Acts 9:10—“Ananias received direction from a vision to go and lay hands on 
Paul to receive his sight.  And, he followed through with these directions and obeyed the Lord and 
Paul received his sight and went on to do great things for the kingdom of God.” 

 Intercession dreams 



 Dark or grey dreams second heaven or satanic gates revelations 

 Spiritual warfare dreams 

 Deliverance dreams (revelation that unlock deliverance) 

 Satanic Jer 29:8 Nightmares or sexual dreams 

Jeremiah 29:8 “Yes, this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Do not let the prophets and 

diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have.” 

The prophetic ministry 1 Kings 12-13 

1 Kings 13:1 “By the word of the LORD a man of God came from Judah to Bethel, as Jeroboam was standing by the 
altar to make an offering. 

2 
By the word of the LORD he cried out against the altar: “Altar, altar! This is what the LORD 

says: ‘A son named Josiah will be born to the house of David. On you he will sacrifice the priests of the high places 
who make offerings here, and human bones will be burned on you.’” 

3 
That same day the man of God gave a sign: 

“This is the sign the LORD has declared: The altar will be split apart and the ashes on it will be poured out.” 

4 
When King Jeroboam heard what the man of God cried out against the altar at Bethel, he stretched out his hand 

from the altar and said, “Seize him!” But the hand he stretched out toward the man shriveled up, so that he could not 
pull it back. 

5 
Also, the altar was split apart and its ashes poured out according to the sign given by the man of God by 

the word of the LORD. 

6 
Then the king said to the man of God, “Intercede with the LORD your God and pray for me that my hand may be 

restored.” So the man of God interceded with the LORD, and the king’s hand was restored and became as it was 
before. 

7 
The king said to the man of God, “Come home with me for a meal, and I will give you a gift.” 

8 
But the man of God answered the king, “Even if you were to give me half your possessions, I would not go with you, 

nor would I eat bread or drink water here. 
9 
For I was commanded by the word of the LORD: ‘You must not eat bread 

or drink water or return by the way you came.’” 
10 

So he took another road and did not return by the way he had come 
to Bethel. 

11 
Now there was a certain old prophet living in Bethel, whose sons came and told him all that the man of God had 

done there that day. They also told their father what he had said to the king. 
12 

Their father asked them, “Which way 
did he go?” And his sons showed him which road the man of God from Judah had taken. 

13 
So he said to his sons, 

“Saddle the donkey for me.” And when they had saddled the donkey for him, he mounted it 
14 

and rode after the man 
of God. He found him sitting under an oak tree and asked, “Are you the man of God who came from Judah?” 

“I am,” he replied. 

15 
So the prophet said to him, “Come home with me and eat.” 

16 
The man of God said, “I cannot turn back and go with you, nor can I eat bread or drink water with you in this place. 

17 
I have been told by the word of the LORD: ‘You must not eat bread or drink water there or return by the way you 

came.’” 

18 
The old prophet answered, “I too am a prophet, as you are. And an angel said to me by the word of the LORD: 

‘Bring him back with you to your house so that he may eat bread and drink water.’” (But he was lying to him.) 
19 

So 
the man of God returned with him and ate and drank in his house. 

20 
While they were sitting at the table, the word of the LORD came to the old prophet who had brought him back. 

21 
He 

cried out to the man of God who had come from Judah, “This is what the LORD says: ‘You have defied the word of the 
LORD and have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you. 

22 
You came back and ate bread and drank 

water in the place where he told you not to eat or drink. Therefore your body will not be buried in the tomb of your 
ancestors.’” 



23 
When the man of God had finished eating and drinking, the prophet who had brought him back saddled his donkey 

for him. 
24 

As he went on his way, a lion met him on the road and killed him, and his body was left lying on the road, 
with both the donkey and the lion standing beside it. 

25 
Some people who passed by saw the body lying there, with 

the lion standing beside the body, and they went and reported it in the city where the old prophet lived. 

26 
When the prophet who had brought him back from his journey heard of it, he said, “It is the man of God who defied 

the word of the LORD. The LORD has given him over to the lion, which has mauled him and killed him, as the word of 
the LORD had warned him.” 

27 
The prophet said to his sons, “Saddle the donkey for me,” and they did so. 

28 
Then he went out and found the body 

lying on the road, with the donkey and the lion standing beside it. The lion had neither eaten the body nor mauled the 
donkey. 

29 
So the prophet picked up the body of the man of God, laid it on the donkey, and brought it back to his own 

city to mourn for him and bury him. 
30 

Then he laid the body in his own tomb, and they mourned over him and said, 
“Alas, my brother!” 

31 
After burying him, he said to his sons, “When I die, bury me in the grave where the man of God is buried; lay my 

bones beside his bones. 
32 

For the message he declared by the word of the LORD against the altar in Bethel and 
against all the shrines on the high places in the towns of Samaria will certainly come true.” 

Zech 10:2 “The idols speak deceitfully, diviners see visions that lie; they tell dreams that are false, they 

give comfort in vain.  Therefore the people wander like sheep oppressed for lack of a shepherd.” 

 Spending time with God (friend of God) 

 Importance of SPEAKING OUT of your mouth 

 The importance of speaking to what you are prophecying over 

 Importance to obey the voice of the Lord 

 Be careful to NOT listen to counterfeit voices and false prophecies (usually critical or 

condemning) 

 Satan attacks the prophetic ministry with Jezebel in either opposition or counterfeit 

 Satan also attacks the prophetic ministry with a python spirit 

 Honor the prophetic ministry, but don’t just swallow anything 

Warning about dreams and revelation 

I Kings 3:5-15—Solomon asked God for great wisdom when God appeared to him in a dream.  And he 
asked for an understanding heart to rule his people.  God was so pleased he blessed him tremendously. 

Ecclesiastes 5:7—There are warnings about dreams.  For in the multitude of dreams there is vanity.  
When you have great revelation, guard yourself seriously from spiritual pride. 

 Judges 13:35 Spirit began in Samson's life, but he didn’t honor and cherish the anointing on his 

life. 

 David as a shepherd then killed Goliath, and he became a shepherd warrior over Israel. 

 Moses at the Burning Bush encountering God, then leads a nation to a burning Sinai where they 

encountered God. 

 Remember how it started with you because it is probably directly linked to your destiny and 

calling.  Jezebel takes people back from where they started. 

Sampson lost the anointing, his vision, his destiny, his ministry, his wife, and 

ultimately his life.  Delilah was Jezebel that destroyed his life.  Jezebel is the 

enemy of true prophets and promotes a counterfeit to the true prophetic. 

 


